The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order:
From Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel
I. A Chronology of St. Francis of Assisi
1181 - Summer or Fall, born in Assisi, baptized Giovanni di Pietro Bernardone, renamed
Francesco by his father.
1202 – Francis Captured and incarcerated in civil war between Perugia and Assisi.
1205 - Francis sets out to join the army. Becomes ill and returns after a vision.
1205 - Message of the Crucifix at San Damiano,
1206 - January or February: The trial before the Bishop.
1206 - Spring: Francis nurses the lepers at Gubbio.
1206 - Summer: Rebuilds San Damiano; San Pietro della Spina; and Our Lady of the
Angels "Portiuncula".
1208 - February 24 – Listening to the Gospel for the Feast of St. Matthias.
“As you go, make this proclamation: „The kingdom of heaven is at hand.‟ Cure the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you have
received; without cost you are to give. Do not take gold or silver or copper for your
belts; no sack for the journey, or a second tunic, or sandals, or walking stick”. Matt 10:7-10)
1209 – At Portiuncula a Francis writes a brief Rule for himself and his eleven friars or
brothers approved by Pope Innocent III in Rome. (1st Order)
1212 - On Palm Sunday night, the reception and investiture of St. Clare at the Portiuncula
then to San Damiano. (2nd Order)
1215 - Francis at Rome for the IV Lateran Council.
1217 - May 5 - Pentecost General Chapter of all the friars at the Portiuncula. First
mission outside Italy.
1219 - June 24 - Francis sails for the Holy Land.
1219 - Fall: St. Francis meets with the Sultan.
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1220 - Cardinal Hugolino appointed Protector of the Order.
1220 - Francis resigns as General Minister and friar Peter Catanii appointed.
1221 - Peter Catanii dies and Bro. Elias becomes the Vicar.
1221 - The Memoriale Propositi is approved for the Franciscan Brothers and Sisters of
Penance. (3rd Order).
1223 - Francis goes to Fonte Colombo to write the definitive Rule for the Order of Friars
Minor. The Chapter discusses it and further changes are made until its approval by Pope
Honorius III in November.
1224 – Francis receives the Stigmata. His health deteriorates steadily.
1226 - October 3, he dies there in the evening.
1228 - July 16, in Assisi, Cardinal Hugolino now Pope Gregory IX canonizes Francis.
II. The Secular (Third Order)

Blessed Luchesio and Buonadonna: Feast Day April 28
Luchesio had a reputation as a greedy merchant
Meets Francis c1213 and his life is changed.
In those days a married man could join an order if his wife would agree to join a
cloistered order.
He and his wife Buonadonna wanted to dedicate their lives to prayer and serving
the poor.
Francis had been turning married men away, realizing that marriage was their
vocation.
Luchesio and Buonadonna moved Francis to write a Rule for them in 1221 which
would allow them dedicate their lives to God while remaining married in their
secular state.
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Thus began the Brothers and Sisters of Penance in the Franciscan movement,
which came to be called the Franciscan Third Order which was further divided
into Third Order Regular and now Secular Order.

III. Religious Rules & Constitutions
1. A Rule is a sacred document,
2. It is written by a founder of a religious Order or given by the Church.
3. It is a spiritual document, containing the outline, the
of religious life: a specific way of living the Gospel.

guidelines for a particular form

4. It is the basic document of a religious Order.
5. A Rule must be approved by the Pope.
6. Constitutions are legal prescriptions that spell out in greater detail and in practical
ways the outline provided by the Rule. (Canon 587:3)
Thus a Rule is the skeleton, the Constitutions are the flesh.

Hugolino dei Conti di Segni, takes Francis’ simple Rule and expands it for the Third
Order -Frescoes in the St. Gregory's Chapel at Speco, Italy
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IV. 1221 Rule
Here begins the Rule of the Continent Brothers and Sisters:
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CHAPTER I: DAILY LIFE
1. The men belonging to this brotherhood shall dress in humble, undyed cloth, the
price of which is not to exceed six Ravenna soldi an ell, unless for evident and
necessary cause a temporary dispensation be given. And breadth and thinness of the
cloth are to be considered in said price.
2. They shall wear their outer garments and furred coats without open throat, sewed
shut or uncut but certainly laced up, not open as secular people wear them; and they
shall wear their sleeves closed.
3. The sisters in turn shall wear an outer garment and tunic made of cloth of the
same price and humble quality; or at least they are to have with the outer garment a
white or black underwrap or petticoat, or an ample linen gown without gathers, the
price of an ell of which is not to exceed twelve Pisa denars. As to this price, however,
and the fur cloaks they wear a dispensation may be given according to the estate of
the woman and the custom of the place. They are not to wear silken or dyed veils
and ribbons.
4. And both the brothers and the sisters shall have their fur garments of lamb's wool
only. They are permitted to have leather purses and belts sewed in simple fashion
without silken thread, and no other kind. Also other vain adornments they shall lay
aside at the bidding of the Visitor.
5. They are not to go to unseemly parties or to shows or dances. They shall not
donate to actors, and shall forbid their household to donate.
CHAPTER II: ABSTINENCE
6. All are to abstain from meat save on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, except
on account of illness or weakness, for three days at blood-letting, in traveling, or on
account of a specially high feast intervening, namely, the Nativity for three days,
New Year's, Epiphany, the Pasch of the Resurrection for three days, Assumption of
the glorious Virgin Mary, the solemnity of All Saints and of St. Martin. On the other
days, when there is no fasting, they may eat cheese and eggs. But when they are
with religious in their convent homes, they have leave to eat what is served to them.
And except for the feeble, the ailing, and those travelling, let them be content with
dinner and supper. Let the healthy be temperate in eating and drinking.
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7. Before their dinner and supper let them say the Lord's prayer once, likewise after
their meal, and let them give thanks to God. Otherwise let them say three Our
Fathers.
CHAPTER III: FASTING
8. From the Pasch of the Resurrection to the feast of All Saints they are to fast on
Fridays. From the feast of All Saints until Easter they are to fast on Wednesdays and
Fridays, but still observing the other fasts enjoined in general by the Church.
9. They are to fast daily, except on account of infirmity or any other need,
throughout the fast of St. Martin from after said day until Christmas, and throughout
the greater fast from Carnival Sunday until Easter.
10. Sisters who are pregnant are free to refrain until their purification from the
corporal observances except those regarding their dress and prayers.
11. Those engaged in fatiguing work shall be allowed to take food three times a day
from the Pasch of the Resurrection until the Dedication feast of St. Michael. And
when they work for others it will be allowed them to eat everything served to them,
except on Fridays and on the fasts enjoined in general by the Church.
CHAPTER IV: PRAYER
12. All are daily to say the seven canonical Hours, that is: Matins, Prime, Terce,
Sext, None, Vespers, and Compline. The clerics are to say them after the manner of
the clergy. Those who know the Psalter are to say the Deus in nomine tuo (Psalm
54) and the Beati Immaculati (Psalm 119) up to the Legem pone (Verse 33) for
Prime, and the other psalms of the Hours, with the Glory Be to the Father; but when
they do not attend church, they are to say for Matins the psalms the Church says or
any eighteen psalms; or at least to say the Our Father as do the unlettered at any of
the Hours. The others say twelve Our Fathers for Matins and for every one of the
other Hours seven Our Fathers with the Glory Be to the Father after each one. And
those who know the Creed and the Miserere mei Deus (Ps. 51) should say it at Prime
and Compline. If they do not say that at the Hours indicated, they shall say three
Our Fathers.
13. The sick are not to say the Hours unless they wish.
14. All are to go to Matins in the fast of St. Martin and in the great fast, unless
inconvenience for persons or affairs should threaten.
CHAPTER V: THE SACRAMENTS, OTHER MATTERS
15. They are to make a confession of their sins three times a year and to receive
Communion at Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. They are to be reconciled with their
neighbors and to restore what belongs to others. They are to make up for past tithes
and pay future tithes.
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16. They are not to take up lethal weapons, or bear them about, against anybody.
17. All are to refrain from formal oaths unless where necessity compels, in the cases
excepted by the Sovereign Pontiff in his indult, that is, for peace, for the Faith, under
calumny, and in bearing witness.
18. Also in their ordinary conversations they will do their best to avoid oaths. And
should anyone have sworn thoughtlessly through a slip of the tongue, as happens
where there is much talking, he should the evening of the same day, when he is
obliged to think over what he has done, say three Our Fathers in amends of such
oaths. Let each member fortify his household to serve God.
CHAPTER VI: SPECIAL MASS AND MEETING EACH MONTH
19. All the brothers and sisters of every city and place are to foregather every month
at the time the ministers see fit, in a church which the ministers will make known,
and there assist at Divine Services.
20. And every member is to give the treasurer one ordinary denar. The treasurer is
to collect this money and distribute it on the advice of the ministers among the poor
brothers and sisters, especially the sick and those who may have nothing for their
funeral services, and thereupon among the poor; and they are to offer something of
the money to the aforesaid church.
21. And, if it be convenient at the time, they are to have some religious who is
informed in the words of God to exhort them and strengthen them to persevere in
their penance and in performing the works of mercy. And except for the officers,
they are to remain quiet during the Mass and sermon, intent on the Office, on
prayer, and on the sermon.
CHAPTER VII: VISITING THE SICK, BURYING THE DEAD
22. Whenever any brother or sister happens to fall ill, the ministers, if the patient let
them know of it, shall in person or through others visit the patient once a week, and
remind him of penance; and if they find it expedient, they are to supply him from the
common fund with what he may need for the body.
23. And if the ailing person depart from this life, it is to be published to the brothers
and sisters who may be present in the city or place, so that they may gather for the
funeral; and they are not to leave until the Mass has been celebrated and the body
consigned to burial. Thereupon each member within eight days of the demise shall
say for the soul of the deceased: a Mass, if he is a priest; fifty psalms, if he
understands the Psalter, or if not, then fifty Our Fathers with the Requiem aeternam
at the end of each.
24. In addition, every year, for the welfare of the brothers and sisters living and
dead, each priest is to say three Masses, each member knowing the Psalter is to
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recite it, and the rest shall say one hundred Our Fathers with the Requiem aeternam
at the end of each.
25. All who have the right are to make their last will and make disposition of their
goods within three months after their profession, lest anyone of them die intestate.
26. As regards making peace among the brothers and sisters or non-members at
odds, let what the ministers find proper be done; even, if it be expedient, upon
consultation with the Lord Bishop.
27. If contrary to their right and privileges trouble is made for the brothers and
sisters by the mayors and governors of the places where they live, the ministers of
the place shall do what they shall find expedient on the advice of the Lord Bishop.
28. Let each member accept and faithfully exercise the ministry of other offices
imposed on him, although anyone may retire from office after a year.
29. When anybody wishes to enter this brotherhood, the ministers shall carefully
inquire into his standing and occupation, and they shall explain to him the
obligations of the brotherhood, especially that of restoring what belongs to others.
And it he is content with it, let him be vested according to the prescribed way, and
he must make satisfaction for his debts, paying money according to what pledged
provision is given. They are to reconcile themselves with their neighbors and to pay
up their tithes.
30. After these particulars are complied with, when the year is up and he seems
suitable to them, let him on the advice of some discreet brothers be received on this
condition: that he promise he will all the time of his life observe everything here
written, or to be written or abated on the advice of the brothers, unless on occasion
there be a valid dispensation by the ministers; and that he will, when called upon by
the ministers, render satisfaction as the Visitor shall ordain if he have done anything
contrary to this condition. And this promise is to be put in writing then and there by
a public notary. Even so nobody is to be received otherwise, unless in consideration
of the estate and rank of the person it shall seem advisable to the ministers.
31. No one is to depart from this brotherhood and from what is contained herein,
except to enter a religious Order.
32. No heretic or person in bad repute for heresy is to be received. If he is under
suspicion of it, he may be admitted if otherwise fit, upon being cleared before the
bishop.
33. Married women are not to be received except with the consent and leave of their
husbands.
34. Brothers and sisters ejected form the brotherhood as incorrigible are not to be
received in it again except it please the saner portion of the brothers.
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CHAPTER VIII: CORRECTION, DISPENSATION, OFFICERS
35. The ministers of any city or place shall report public faults of the brothers and
sisters to the Visitor for punishment. And if anyone proves incorrigible, after
consultation with some of the discreet brothers he should be denounced to the
Visitor, to be expelled by him from the brotherhood, and thereupon it should be
published in the meeting. Moreover, if it is a brother, he should be denounced to the
mayor or the governor.
36. If anyone learns that a scandal is occurring relative to brothers and sisters, he
shall report it to the ministers and shall have opportunity to report it to the Visitor.
He need not be held to report it in the case of husband against wife.
37. The Visitor has the power to dispense all the brothers and sisters in any of these
points if he finds it advisable.
38. When the year has passed, the ministers with the counsel of the brothers are to
elect two other ministers; and a faithful treasurer, who is to provide for the need of
the brothers and sisters and other poor; and messengers who at the command of the
ministers are to publish what is said and done by the fraternity.
39. In all the above mentioned points no one is to be obligated under guilt, but
under penalty; yet so that if after being admonished twice by the ministers he should
fail to discharge the penalty imposed or to be imposed on him by the Visitor, he shall
be obligated under guilt as contumacious.

V. Current Rule
Prologue: Exhortation of St. Francis to the Brothers
and Sisters of Penance (circa 1210-1215)
Concerning Those Who Do Penance
All who love the Lord with their whole heart, with their whole soul and mind, with all
their strength, and love their neighbors as themselves and hate their bodies with their
vices and sins, and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and produce
worthy fruits of penance.
Oh, how happy and blessed are these men and women when they do these things and
persevere in doing them, because the spirit of the Lord will rest upon them and he will
make his home and dwelling among them, and they are the sons of the heavenly Father,
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whose works they do, and they are the spouses, brothers, and mothers of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
We are spouses, when by the Holy Spirit the faithful soul is united with our Lord Jesus
Christ, we are brothers to him when we fulfill the will of the Father who is in heaven .
We are mothers, when we carry him in our heart and body through divine love and a pure
and sincere conscience; we give birth to him through a holy life which must give light to
others by example.
Oh, how glorious it is to have a great and holy Father in heaven! Oh how glorious it is to
have such a beautiful and admirable Spouse, the Holy Paraclete.
Oh, how glorious it is to have such a Brother and such a Son, loved, beloved, humble,
peaceful, sweet, lovable, and desirable above all: Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave up his
life for his sheep and prayed to the Father saying:
"Oh holy Father, protect them with your name whom you gave me out of the world. I
entrusted to them the message you entrusted to me and they received it. They have known
that in truth I came from you, they have believed that it was you who sent me. For these I
pray, not for the world. Bless and consecrate them, and I consecrate myself for their
sakes. I do not pray for them alone; I pray also for those who will belive in me through
their word that they may be holy by being one as we are. And I desire, Father, to have
them in my company where I am to see this glory of mine in your kingdom."

Concerning Those Who Do Not Do Penance
But all those men and women who are not doing penance and do not receive the Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and live in vices and sin and yield to evil
concupiscence and to the wicked desires of the flesh, and do not observe what they have
promised to the Lord, and are slaves to the world, in their bodies, by carnal desires and
the anxieties and cares of this life.
These are blind, because they do not see the true light, our Lord Jesus Christ; they do not
have spiritual wisdom because they do not have the Son of God who is the true wisdom
of the Father. Concerning them, it is said, " Their skill was swallowed up " and " cursed
are those who turn away from your commands ". They see and acknowledge, they know
and do bad things and knowingly destroy their own souls.
See, you who are blind, deceived by your enemies, the world, the flesh and the devil, for
it is pleasant to the body to commit sin and it is bitter to make it serve God because all
vices and sins come out and " proceed from the heart of man " as the Lord says in the
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Gospel. And you have nothing in this world and in the next, and you thought you would
possess the vanities of this world for a long time.
But you have been deceived, for the day and the hour will come to which you give no
thought and which you do not know and of which you are ignorant. The body grows
infirm, death approaches, and so it dies a bitter death, and no matter where or when or
how man dies, in the guilt of sin, without penance or satisfaction, though he can make
satisfaction but does not do it.
The devil snatches the soul from his body with such anguish and tribulation that no one
can know it except he who endures it, and all the talents and power and knowledge and
wisdom which they thought they had will be taken away from them, and they leave their
goods to relatives and friends who take and divide them and say afterwards, " Cursed be
his soul because he could have given us more, he could have acquired more than he did.
" The worms eat up the body and so they have lost body and soul during this short earthly
life and will go into the inferno where they will suffer torture without end.
All those into whose hands this letter shall have come we ask in the charity that is God to
accept kindly and with divine love the fragrant words of our Lord Jesus Christ quoted
above. And let those who do not know how to read have them read to them.
And may they keep them in their mind and carry them out, in a holy manner to the end,
because they are spirit and life .
And those who will not do this will have to render an account on the day of judgement
before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter I
The Secular Franciscan Order
1. The Franciscan family, as one among many spiritual families raised up by the
Holy Spirit in the Church, unites all members of the people of God--laity,
religious, and priests-- who recognize that they are called to follow Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. In various ways and forms but in life-giving
union with each other, they intend to make present the charism of their common
Seraphic Father in the life and mission of the Church.
2. The Secular Franciscan Order holds a special place in this family circle. It is an
organic union of all Catholic fraternities scattered throughout the world and open
to every group of the faithful. In these fraternities the brothers and sisters, led by
the Spirit, strive for perfect charity in their own secular state. By their profession
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they pledge themselves to live the gospel in the manner of St. Francis by means of
this rule approved by the Church.
3. The present rule, succeeding Memoriale Propositi (1221) and the rules approved
by the Supreme Pontiffs Nicholas IV and Leo XIII, adapts the Secular Franciscan
Order to the needs and expectations of the Holy Church in the conditions of
changing times. Its interpretation belongs to the Holy See and its application will
be made by the General Constitutions and particular statutes.

Chapter II
The Way of Life
4. The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who made
Christ the inspiration and the center of his life with God and people.
Christ, the gift of the Father's love, is the way to him, the truth into which the
Holy Spirit leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly.
Secular Franciscans should devote themselves especially to careful reading of the
gospel, going from gospel to life and life to the gospel.
5. Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to encounter the living and active
person of Christ in their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church,
and in liturgical activity. The faith of Saint Francis, who often said " I see nothing
bodily of the Most High Son of God in this world except his most holy body and
blood," should be the inspiration and pattern of their eucharistic life.
6. They have been made living members of the Church by being buried and raised
with Christ in baptism; they have been united more intimately with the Church by
profession. Therefore, they should go forth as witnesses and instruments of her
mission among all people, proclaiming Christ by their life and words.
Called like Saint Francis to rebuild the Church and inspired by his example, let
them devote themselves energetically to living in full communion with the pope,
bishops, and priests, fostering an open and trusting dialogue of apostolic
effectiveness and creativity.
7. United by their vocation as brothers and sisters of penance, and motivated by the
dynamic power of the gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those
of Christ by means of that radical interior change which the gospel itself calls
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conversion. Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be carried out
daily.
On this road to renewal the sacrament of reconciliation is the privileged sign of
the Father's mercy and the source of grace.
8. As Jesus was the true worshipper of the Father, so let prayer and contemplation be
the soul of all they are and do.
Let them participate in the sacramental life of the Church, above all the Eucharist.
Let them join in liturgical prayer in one of the forms proposed by the Church,
reliving the mysteries of the life of Christ.
9. The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open to his every word and
call. She was embraced by Francis with indescribable love and declared the
protectress and advocate of his family. The Secular Franciscans should express
their ardent love for her by imitating her complete self-giving and by praying
earnestly and confidently.
10. United themselves to the redemptive obedience of Jesus, who placed his will into
the Father's hands, let them faithfully fulfill the duties proper to their various
circumstances of life. Let them also follow the poor and crucified Christ, witness
to him even in difficulties and persecutions.
11. Trusting in the Father, Christ chose for himself and his mother a poor and humble
life, even though he valued created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular
Franciscans seek a proper spirit of detachment from temporal goods by
simplifying their own material needs. Let them be mindful that according to the
gospel they are stewards of the goods received for the benefit of God's children.
Thus, in the spirit of the Beatitudes, and as pilgrims and strangers on their way to
the home of the Father, they should strive to purify their hearts from every
tendency and yearning for possession and power.
12. Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because
of the vocation they have embraced, they should set themselves free to love God
and their brothers and sisters.
13. As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many
brothers and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit
accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.
A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an
equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to
create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.
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14. Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a
more fraternal and evangelical world so that the kingdom of God may be brought
about more effectively. Mindful that anyone who follows Christ, the perfect man,
becomes more of a man himself, let them exercise their responsibilities
competently in Christian spirit of service.
15. Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by
the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in
the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their
faith.
16. Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption,
and service of the human community.
17. In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity, and
respect for life, striving to make of it a sign of a world already renewed in Christ.
By living the grace of matrimony, husbands and wives in particular should bear
witness in the world to the love of Christ for his Church. They should joyfully
accompany their children on their human and spiritual journey by providing a
simple and open Christian education and being attentive to the vocation of each
child.
18. Moreover they should respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, which bear
the imprint of the Most High, and they should strive to move from the temptation
of exploiting creation to the Franciscan concept of universal kinship.
19. Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they
should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in
the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of love
and pardon.
Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they should strive to bring joy
and hope to others.
Since they are immersed in the resurrection of Christ, which gives true meaning to
Sister Death, let them serenely tend toward the ultimate encounter with the Father.

Chapter III
Life In Fraternity
20. The Secular Franciscan Order is divided into fraternities of various levels--local,
regional, national, and international. Each one has its own moral personality in the
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Church. These various fraternities are coordinated and united according to the
norm of this rule and of the constitutions.
21. On various levels, each fraternity is animated and guided by a council and
minister (or president) who are elected by the professed according to the
constitutions.
Their service, which lasts for a definite period, is marked by a ready and willing
spirit and is a duty of responsibility to each member and to the community.
Within themselves the fraternities are structured in different ways according to the
norm of the constitutions, according to the various needs of their members and
their regions, and under the guidance of their respective council.
22. The local fraternity is to be established canonically. It becomes the basic unit of
the whole Order and a visible sign of the Church, the community of love. This
should be the privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the
Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its members.
23. Requests for admission to the Secular Franciscan Order must be presented to the
local fraternity, whose council decides upon the acceptance of new brothers and
sisters.
Admission into the Order is gradually attained through a time of initiation, a
period of formation of at least one year, and profession of the rule. The entire
community is engaged in this process of growth by its own manner of living. The
age for profession and the distinctive Franciscan sign are regulated by the statutes.
Profession by its nature is a permanent commitment.
Members who find themselves in particular difficulties should discuss their
problems with the council in fraternal dialogue.
Withdrawal or permanent dismissal from the Order, if necessary, is an act of the
fraternity council according to the norm of the constitutions.
24. To foster communion among members, the council should organize regular and
frequent meetings of the community as well as meeting with other Franciscan
groups, especially with youth groups. It should adopt appropriate means for
growth in Franciscan and ecclesial life and encourage everyone to a life of
fraternity. This communion continues with deceased brothers and sisters through
prayer for them.
25. Regarding expenses necessary for the life of the fraternity and the needs of
worship, of the apostolate, and of charity, all the brothers and sisters should offer
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a contribution according to their means. Local fraternities should contribute
toward the expenses of the higher fraternity councils.
26. As a concrete sign of communion and coresponsibility, the councils on various
levels, in keeping with the constitutions, shall ask for suitable and well-prepared
religious for spiritual assistance. They should make this request to the superiors of
the four religious Franciscan families, to whom the Secular Fraternity has been
united for centuries.
To promote fidelity to the charism as well as observance of the rule and to receive
greater support in the life of the fraternity, the minister or president, with the
consent of the council, should take care to ask for a regular pastoral visit by the
competent religious superiors as well as for a fraternal visit from those of the
higher fraternities, according to the norm of the constitutions.

Blessing of St. Francis (1226):
May whoever observes all this be filled
in heaven with the blessing of the most high Father,
and on earth with that of his beloved Son,
together with the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
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